
OVER T 
BOARD O F  Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

Application No, 14362 of the President and Director of 
Georgetown College, pursuant to Sub-section 8207.2 of the 
Zoning Regulations, for a special exception under Paragraph 
31 01.46 for the further processing unGer the Georgetown 
University Campus Plan to permit the construction of a 
university center in an R-3 District at premises 3800 
Reservoir Road, N.W., (Square 3121, Lot I). 

HEARING DATE: November 20, 1985 

DECISION DATE: November 20, 1985 (Bench Decision) 

DISPOSITION: The Board GRANTED the application by a vote 
of 4-0 (William F. McIntosh, Charles R. Norris, Patricia N. 
Mathews and Carrie 1;. Thornhill to grant, Douglas J ,  Patton 
not present, not voting). 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: March 4, 1986. 

ORDER 

The subject application was granted by the Board by 
Order No. 14362, dated March 4 ,  1986. On April 3 0 ,  1986, 
counsel for the applicant filed a timely request for Board 
approval of modifications to the plans previously approved 
by the Board pursuant to Section 506 of the Supplemental 
Rules of Practice and Procedure before the BZA. The applicant 
proposed the following changes: 

A. The footprint of the building would be slightly 
modified at the direction of the Office of the 
District of Columbia Fire Marshall, to add a new 
egress stair on both the east and west sides of 
the building. 

B. The cover would be removed from the east entrance 
walkway at level 2. 

C. The 1,000 seat auditorium/t.heater would be deleted 
from the plans and its construction deferred until 
a later time. 

D. Various other minor architectural refinements 
would be made, including reconfiguration of the 
west bridge, the elevator pit and mechanical shaft 
on level G ,  the plaza plans on level 2, and the 
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penthouse: deferral. of the construction of four 
skylights; enlargement of the mechanical/electrical 
room on level A; addition of a clock tower to the 
elevator structure near the east entry 2nd a 
storage area on level 2; and simplification of the 
exterior brickwork, 

The applicant argued that these modifications were 
proposed in order to meet certain fire safety requirements, 
meet certain of the applicant's budgetary restraints, 
improve the appearance of the buildinq, unify the architectural 
design and improve the interior functioning of the building, 
The applicant further argued that the requested changes were 
ail minor  revisions to the prevjously approved plans. 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E by letter dated May 
1, 1986 offered no objection to the proposed modifications. 

The Board concludes that the proposed modifications are 
all minor re~risions to the previously approved plans. No 
additional zoning relief is required to approve these 
modifications. There is no change in the height, yards, 
courts, number of parking spaces or other relevant zoning 
computations, except for a minor reduction in overall lot 
occupancy and FAR resulting from the requested modifications 
to the plans. The Board further concludes that the material 
facts relied upon by the Board relative to the original 
application are unaffected hy the proposed modified plans. 

It is therefore ORDERED thac the modification of plans 
is APPROVED and that the plans marked as Exhibit No. 2824 of 
the record are hereby approved, and shall be substituted for 
those originally approved by the Board and marked as Exhibit 
No, 20A of the record. In all other respects, the Order 
dated March 4, 1986 shall remain in full force and effect. 

DECISION DATE: May 7, 1986 

VOTE: 4-0 (William F. McIntosh, Carrie L. Thornbill, 
Charles R e  Norris to approve; Patricia N. Mathews 
to approve by proxy; and Paula Jewel1 n o t  
present, not voting) 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING A D ~ ~ S T M ~ N ~  

ATTESTED BY: 

Acting Executive &rector 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 
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UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4  3 OF THE Z O N I N G  REGULATIONS, "NO 
D E C I S I O N  OR ORDER O F  THE BOARD SHALL TAKE E F F E C T  U N T I L  TEN 

1 

DAYS AFTER HAVING BECOME F I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE ~ ~ P ~ ~ E ~ ~ ~ N T A L  
RULES O F  P R A C T I C E  AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING 
A ~ ~ U ~ T ~ ~ ~ ~ J T  a " 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  E'OR A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  ~~0~~~~ 
AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS W I T H I N  SUCH 
P E R I O D  AN A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T  OR C E R T I F I C A T E  
O F  OCCUPANCY I S  FILED WITH THE ~ E P A R T ~ E N T  OF CONSUPER AND 
~ E ~ U ~ A T O ~ ~  A F F A I R S .  



Application No. 14362 of the President and Directors of 
Georgetown College, pursuant to Sub-section 8207.2 of the 
Zoning Regulations, for a special exception under Paragraph 
3101.46 for the further processing under the Georgetown 
University Campus Plan to permit the construction of a 
university center in an R-3 District at premises 3800 
Reservoir Road, N a W * f  (Square 3121, Lot If. 

HEARING DATE: November 20, 1985 

DECISION DATE: November 20, 1985 (Bench Decision) 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. By Order dated August 27, 1984 in Application No. 
14149, the Board unanimously granted the Applicant the right 
to construct and use a urriversity center in an R-3 District 
at premises 3800 Reservoir Road, N.W. 

2. By Order dated May 29, 1985, in Application No. 
14149 the Board unanimously granted. modifications to the 
plans. 

3. The purpose of this application is to seek further 
modifications to the plans. A s  a result of further design 
refinements made by the University to improve the internal 
efficiency of the structure I while keeping construction 
costs to a minimum, additional design changes have been made 
to the plans. Since these changes occurred after the 
initial 6 month time period from the date of the original 
order, a new application is required. 

4. The Board incorporates by reference all the 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law contained in BZA 
Orders No. 14149, dated August 27, 1984 and May 29, 1985, 
copies of which are attached. 

5. The requested modification will not change the 
conditions and circumstances originally before the Board in 
Application No. 14149 and the material facts relied upon by 
the Board are unaffected. Specifically, the use, location, 
shape and configuration of the project are the same, The 
size of the building is less than the 349,825 square feet of 
gross floor area permitted by the approved Campus Plan. 

6. The following chart compares the previous Board 
decisioris with the proposed plans: 



BZA APPLICATION NO. 14362 
PAGE 2 

Scheme 
Gross  R E  i. 1 d i ng 
______ Floor A r e a  Coverage 

O r i g i n a l  P l a n s  302,823 s.f. 1 5 8 , 2 9 8  s . f .  
( 8 / 2 7 / G 4  
Modif ied Plans 318,447 s.f, 156,055 s.f. 
f 5 / 2 9 / 8 5 )  

proposed. plans 306,234 s.f. 1 5 8 , 2 6 7  s.f. 

7 .  The p r o j e c t  a r c h i t e c t  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  proposed  
changes t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d rawings  a s  f o l l o w s :  

a .  Level A ( E l e v a t i o n  1 4 8 )  - T h i s  p l a n  has e l i m i n a t e d  
t h e  ea s t  coadinc; dock and r e c o n f i g u r e d  t h e  e n t r a n c e  area. 
The n o r t h  l o a d i n g  dock a r e a  h a s  been e n l a r g e d  and t h e  
Suppor t  S e r v i c e s  space  t o  t h e  west has been  reduced .  

h ,  Level  1 ( E l e v a t i o n  161) - T h i s  p l a n  has been 
r e c o n f i g u r e d  w i t h  a l l  of t h e  major  program elements b e i n g  
r e t a i n e d .  Some e l e m e n t s  have qrown s l i g h t l y  w h i l e  o t h e r s  
have been reduced .  The f a c u l t y  c l u b  h a s  been  removed from 
t h e  l eve l  2 ( E l e v a t i o n  161.) p l a n  and has been  combined w i t h  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e s t a u r a n t .  The ea s t  e n t r a n c e  b r i d g e  h a s  been 
made smaller and i s  n o t  e n c l o s e d .  

c. Level  2 ( E l e v a t i o n  181 - The eas t  b r i d g e  i s  n o  
-__111 

l o n g e r  a p a r t  of t h e  p l a z a  l e v e l  (it  i s  o p e n ) .  The 
"greenhouse"  p a v i l l i o n  h a s  been e l i m i n a t e d ,  The  g u e s t  
f a c i l i t y  h a s  one 2 7  f o o t  bay removed from t h e  ea s t  s i d e .  
The S t u d e n t  A c t i v i t i e s  B u i l d i n g  h a s  had one 31.5 f o o t  bay 
added t o  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e .  

d .  Level  3 ( E l e v a t i o n  1 9 3  - The g u e s t  f a c i l i t y  h a s  
h a s  one 2 7  f o o t  bay e l i m i n a t e d  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  T h i s  
r e p e a t s  on all.  upper  l e v e l s .  

e .  S e c t i o n s  - The solar p a n e l  s u p p o r t  s t r u c t u r e  and 
_I_s-- 

a s s o c i a t e d  a t t i c  space  h a s  been  e l i m i n a t e d .  Pen thouses  w i l l  
now house mechanica l  equipment  on t h e  r o o f .  

8 .  The O f f i c e  o f  P l a n n i n g ,  (OPj by memorandum d a t e d  
November 1 3 ,  1 9 8 5  and th rouqh  t e s t i m o n y  of a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g ,  recommended a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
OP noted. t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t .he  same as 
o r i g i n a l l y  approved by t h e  Board, The m o d i f i c a t i o n s  a re  
minor a n d  c a n  h e  g r a n t e d  w i t h o u t  i n p a i r i n g  t h e  i n t e n t ,  
pu rpose  o r  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and without .  
a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  use of n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t i e s .  The 
Board so f i n d s .  

3, ANC 2E, by r e s o l u t i o n  d a t e d  Novemkxr 6 ,  1985, 
v o t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n . ,  The ANC's w r i t t e n  i s s u e s  
and c o n c e r n s  were t h a t  t h e  ANC had a l r e a d y  approved t h e  
Carripus P lan  inc lud inc ;  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r ,  t h a t  t h e  
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application is consistent wi.th the University's 
plans for the campus, thaz the proposed building 
smaller than building originally approved by the 
t h e  proposed building is located entirely within 

development 
is actually 
Board, that 
the boundaries 

of the University and that the building will not be visible 
from adjacent r e s i d e n t i a l  areas. The Board concurs with the 
reasoning and  recommendation of the ANC. 

10. There was no opposition to the application. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: 

The Board concludes that Findings of Fact and the 
Conclusions of Law set forth in Orders No. 14149, dated 
August 27, 1984 and May 29, 1985 are still valid, except as 
modified herein, and are applicable to the subject application. 
The Board 'urther concludes that it has accorded to the ANC 
the "great weight" to which it is entitled. Accordingly, it 
is ORDERED that t h e  subject application is G M N T E D .  The 
building shall be constructed in accordance with the plans 
filed In the record marked as Exhibit NO. 20A of the record 
in Case No. 14362. 

T70TE: 4-0 (Wi.liiam F. McIntosh, Charles R. Norris, Patricia 
N, Mathews and Carrie L. Thornhill to grant, 
Douglas J. Patton not presentr not voting). 

BY ORDER OF THE D . C ,  BOARD O F  ZONING A C J U S T ~ ~ ~ N ~  1 

-- ATTESTED BY: 
CECIL B ,  TUCKER 
Acting Executive Director 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 
DECISION OR ORDER 
CAYS AFTER HAVING 
RULES OF PRACTICE 
~ D J U S T ~ ~ ~ N ~  " 

THIS ORDER OF THE 

8204.3 OF THE ZONING ~ ~ G ~ ~ ~ T I O N ~ ,  "NO 
OF THE BOARD SHAIST, 'TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN 
BECOME FINAL PURSIJANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL 
AND PROCEDURE: BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING 

BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX PlONTHS 
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDE , UNLESS WITHIN SUCH 
P E R I O D  AN APPLICATION FOR A B l J I L D I N G  PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE 
OF OCCUPANCY IS FILED WITH THE ~ ~ P A R T M ~ N ~  OF CONSUMER AND 
REGUTATORY AFFAIRS. 

1 4 3 6 2 or d.e r / DON 1 8 


